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Conferences, and were irritated by the report that Botha,
while attending the Conference of 1911, had been a guest
of His Majesty in full court dress, including silk stockings.3
For many a month they regarded Botha's silk stockings
as a symbol of national treason. They resented as servile
tribute fiscal preferences on the import of British goods,
deplored the entrance of British settlers as a threat to the
numerical position of the Afrikanders, and looked forward
to an ultimately independent South African republic. The
First World War acted as a powerful stimulant to this
nationalism. It brought into action the extremists who
viewed the Peace of Vereeniging as a truce, and who instigated
the rebellion of 1914, hopeful that British absorption in the
struggles of Europe would facilitate the attainment of a
South African republic.4 In 1919 Hertzog headed a delega-
tion to the Peace Conference at Versailles in order to plead
for the independence of the Afrikander people.
The Nationalists met their first electoral test in 1915,
when they obtained twenty-six seats, the Botha Government
fifty-four, and the Unionists forty. Without a clear majority
Botha for the remainder of the war relied upon the support
of Unionists, Labourites, and Independents, In one swift
stride the Nationalists became the official Opposition, and
in the succeeding years of stress they were strengthened
by the growing volume of nationalist sentiment. On the
death of Botha in 1919, Jan Smuts, his successor, attempted
to terminate the struggles over nationalism by a reunion
of the South African party with the Nationalists. But it
was impossible to reconcile the stubborn republicanism of
Nationalist leaders with the unshakable determination of
Smuts to accept neither a republic, which would have meant
coercion of the English-speaking minority, rfor a political
association exclusively Afrikaans in character. Smuts then
promptly turned to the Unionists, who, thoroughly alarmed
by the growth of republicanism, were ready to accept
absorption in order to fight secession. The new political
The incident is described by F. V. Engelenburg, General Louis Betka, 244.
4Some instigators of the rebellion intended it merely to be an armed protest
in the fashion of frontier Boers. See J, Percy Fitzpatrick, South African
Memoirs, 213.